THE  BOOK  OF
company, and the more he tried to go from her and leave
her alone* lie, went so fast that she might not follow
without great labour and great distress- I le said that he
was afraid of enemies and of thieves; that they would take
her away from him, peradventure, and beat him and
rob him there-to. She comforted him as well as she could,
and said she durst undertake that no man should either
beat them or rob them or say an evil word to them.
And soon after her words, there came a man out of a
wood, a tall man, with good weapons and well arrayed to
fight, as it seemed to them.
Then her man, being in great dread,, said to her: —
*Lo! What sayest thou now?'
She said: —• (Trust in Our Lord, and dread no man.*
The man came by them, and said no evil word with
them, so they passed forth Wylsnuk-ward with great
labour. She could not endure such great journeys as the
man might and he had no compassion on her, nor would
he abide for her.
njb And therefore she laboured as long as she might, till
she fell in sickness and could go no further. It was a
great marvel and miracle that a woman unused to going,
and also about three score years of age, should endure
daily to keep her journey and her pace with a man
eager and lusty to go on.
On Corpus Christi Eve, it lucked them to come to a
little hostelry far from any town, and there could they
get no bedding but a little straw; and the said creature
rested herself there-upon that night and the next day till it
was again evening. Our Ix>rd sent lightning, thunder
and rain nigh all the time, so that they durst not work
outdoors* She was full glad thereof, for she was right
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